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United States Bankrwt cy Court

Sout hern District of ssi ssi ppi
Inre: . . . Case No. 14-51667-KMS
M ssi ssi p&bfhosphat es Corporation Chapter 11
or
CERTIFICATE OF NOTICE
District/off: 0538-6 User: wwat son Page 1 of 4 Date Rcvd: Oct 21, 2016
Form I D: pdf 012 Total Noticed: 2

Notice by first class mail was sent to the follow ng persons/entities by the Bankruptcy Noticing Center on
Cct 23, 2016.

dbpos +M ssi ssi ppi  Phosphat es Cor porati on, 601 I ndustrial Road, Pascagoul a, M5 39581-3233

aty +Derek F. Meek, Burr & Forman, LLP, 420 North 20th Street, Bi r m ngham AL 35203- 3284

Notice by electronic transm ssion was sent to the foll owi ng persons/entities by the Bankruptcy Noticing Center.
NONE. TOTAL: 0O

*xx*x% BYPASSED RECI Pl ENTS *****
NONE. TOTAL: O

Addresses nmarked '+ were corrected by inserting the ZIP or replacing an incorrect ZIP.
USPS regul ations require that automation-conpatible nail display the correct ZIP.

Transm ssion tines for electronic delivery are Eastern Tinme zone.

I, Joseph Speetjens, declar e under the penalty of perjury that | have sent the attached document to the above listed entitiesin the manner
shown, and prepared the Certificate of Notice and that it istrue and correct to the best of my information and belief.

Meeting of Creditor Notices onéy (Official Form 309): Pursuant to Fed. R. Bank. P. 2002(a)(1), a notice containing the corgglete Social
Security Number (SSN) of the debtor (s) was furnished to all partieslisted. Thisofficial court copy containstheredacted SSN asrequired
by the bankruptcy rulesand the Judiciary’s privacy policies.

Date: Oct 23, 2016 Signature: _/s/Joseph Speetjens

CM/ECF NOTICE OF ELECTRONIC FILING

The followi ng persons/entities were sent notice through the court’s CMECF electronic nmail (Email)
system on Cctober 21, 2016 at the address(es) listed bel ow
Alan Lee Snith on behalf of Creditor C.E. MCraw asm t h@akerdonel son. com
Allison Cecile Carroll on behal f of Creditor United States of Anerica on behalf of its Agency
the Internal Revenue Service allison.c.carroll @sdoj.gov, southern.taxcivil @sdoj.gov
Any Lassitter St. Pe’ on behal f of Creditor City Electric Supply Co. astpe@wiattorneys.com
kwi | ki nson@wwat t or neys. com
Andrew R W son on behalf of Creditor Bl ue Cross & Blue Shield of M ssissippi
awi | son@l swW aw. com bl sw@cf. courtdrive.com
BMC G oup, Inc. ecf servi ce@ntgroup. com
Bess M Parrish Creswell on behal f of Counter-C ai mant Unsecured Creditors Committee of
M ssi ssi ppi  Phosphat es Corporation bcreswel | @urr.com
nmt omes@ur r . com khof f mann@urr. com dnmeek@ur r. com ngunnel | s@urr.com
Bess M Parrish Creswell on behal f of Creditor Committee Oficial Commttee of Unsecured
Creditors of M ssissippi Phosphates Corporation bcreswel | @urr.com
nt omes@ur r. com khof f mann@ur r. com dnmeek@ur r. com ngunnel | s@urr. com

Bess M Parrish Creswell on behal f of Financial Advisor Capst one Advisory G oup LLC
bcreswel | @urr.com ntones@urr.com khof f mann@urr. com dneek@ur r. com ngunnel | s@urr.com
Bess M Parrish Creswell on behal f of Count er- Def endant Unsecured Creditors Conmmittee of

M ssi ssi ppi Phosphat es Cor porati on bcreswel | @urr.com
nmt omes@ur r . com khof f mann@urr. com dneek@ur r. com ngunnel | s@urr.com
Bess M Parrish Creswell on behal f of Financial Advisor Ber kel ey Research Group, LLC
bcreswel | @urr.com ntomes@urr. com khof f mann@urr. com dmeek@ur r. com ngunnel | s@urr.com
Carey L. Menasco on behal f of Creditor Committee Prem er Chemicals & Services, LLC
cl menasco@i skow. com gl et man@i skow. com
Carey L. Menasco on behalf of Creditor Conmttee Shri eve Chemical clnenasco@i skow. com
gl et man@i skow. com
Carter S Dobbs, II1 on behalf of Creditor Gegory MC oud cdobbs@ol | andobbs. com
| al@ol | andobbs. com
Chri stopher J. Steiskal, Sr. on behal f of U S. Trustee United States Trustee
chri stopher.j.steiskal @sdoj.gov, |ois.e.walker@sdoj.gov;sarita.dukes@sdoj.gov
Chri stopher R Maddux on behal f of Debtor In Possession M ssi ssi ppi Phosphat es Cor poration
chris. maddux@ut | er snow. com
vj . noney@ut | er snow. com vel vet . j ohnson@ut | er snow. com ecf . noti ces@ut | er snow. com
Chri stopher R Maddux on behal f of Debtor In Possession Sul furic Acid Tanks Subsidiary, Inc.
chris. maddux@ut | er snow. com
vj . noney@ut | er snow. com vel vet . j ohnson@ut | er snow. com ecf . noti ces@ut | er snow. com
Chri stopher R Maddux on behal f of Debtor In Possession Ammonia Tank Subsidiary, Inc.
chris. maddux@ut | er snow. com
Vj . money@ut | er snow. com vel vet . j ohnson@ut | er snow. cony ecf. noti ces@ut| er snow. com
C ark Rodgers Hammond on behalf of Creditor McCai n Engi neering Co., Inc.
chammond@wal | acej ordan. com cal | en@wal | acej or dan. com
Cor by Davi n Bol di ssar on behalf of Creditor Brock Services, LLC nobankecf @ ockel ord.com
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The followi ng persons/entities were sent notice through the court’s CMECF el ectronic mail (Email)
system (conti nued)
Craig M Ceno on behal f of Debtor In Possession M ssi ssi ppi  Phosphat es Cor poration
chgeno@ngenol aw. com
bpritchard@ngenol aw. com j ni chol s@ngenol aw. com j shaw@ngenol aw. com kcart er @ngenol aw. com bpritch
ard@cf.courtdrive.com
David Wheel er on behal f of Interested Party Phosphat e Hol di ngs, Inc. davi d@heel erattys.com
Dean Sterling Kidd on behal f of Creditor Caterpillar Financial Services Corporation
ski dd@aker donel son. com  kal | en@aker donel son. com
Dougl as C. Nobl e on behal f of Creditor I nt eroceani ¢ Corporation dnobl e@mygnl aw. com
hbr el and@mqgnl aw. com
Dougl as Scott Draper on behal f of Interested Party Phosphat e Hol di ngs, Inc.
ddr aper @el | erdraper.com kfritscher @el | erdraper.com | wight @ell erdraper.com
Edward E. Law er, Jr. on behalf of Creditor STATE OF M SSI SSI PPl el awl er @rckayl awl er. com
kfri day@ckayl awm er.com

Grover C Mnroe, |1 on behalf of Creditor Conmttee Prem er Chemicals & Services, LLC
gcnonr oe@unbar nonr oe. com sl anbert @unbar nonr oe. com nbr own@unbar nonr oe. com
Grover C Mnroe, |1 on behal f of Creditor Conmttee Shri eve Cheni cal

gcnonr oe@unbar nonroe. com sl anbert @unbar nonr oe. com nbr own@unbar nonr oe. com

Harry Benjamin Millen on behal f of Respondent Jackson County, M ssissippi ben@nsch. com
anna@nscbh. com

Hovey Sl ayton Dabney, Jr. on behal f of Interested Party Phosphat e Hol di ngs, Inc.
sdabney@el | erdraper.com cnobl es@el | erdraper.com

J Mtchell Carrington on behal f of Debtor In Possession Ammoni a Tank Subsi diary, Inc.
M tch. Carrington@utl ersnow. com ecf.notices@outl ersnow. com vel vet.johnson@ut| er snow. com

J Mtchell Carrington on behal f of Debtor In Possession M ssi ssi ppi  Phosphat es Cor poration
M tch. Carri ngt on@ut | ersnow.com ecf.notices@utl ersnow. com vel vet.johnson@ut| er snow. com

J Mtchell Carrington on behal f of Debtor In Possession Sul furic Acid Tanks Subsidiary, Inc.
M tch. Carringt on@ut | ersnow.com ecf.notices@utl ersnow. com vel vet.johnson@ut| er snow. com

James A. McCul | ough, I on behal f of Interested Party BP Energy Conpany
j nceul | ough@r uni ni . com  dgar non@r  uni ni . com
Janes A. McCul | ough, |1 on behal f of Creditor Hydrovac | ndustrial Services, Inc.

j mceul | ough@r uni ni . com  dgar non@r uni ni . com
James Lawson Hester on behal f of Creditor The Chenopurs Conpany, LLC | hester@wattfirmcom
cmohon@wattfirm com sl ancaster @wattfirmcom
Janes Lawson Hester on behal f of Creditor E. I. du Pont de Nenours and Conpany
| hester@wattfirmcom cnmohon@wattfirm com slancaster@wattfirmcom
James S Carr on behal f of Interested Party BP Energy Conpany
KDWBankr upt cyDepar t nent @el | eyDrye. com
James W O Mara on behalf of Creditor M ssi ssi ppi Amoni a Leasing, Inc. onaraj @hel ps.com
j 0. bankr upt cy. ecf @hel ps. com donal dg@hel ps. com
James W O Mara  on behalf of Creditor Tramo, |nc. omaraj @hel ps. com
j 0. bankrupt cy. ecf @hel ps. com donal dg@hel ps. com
Janes W O Mara on behalf of Creditor Conmittee Tranmmo, |nc. onaraj @hel ps. com
j 0. bankr upt cy. ecf @hel ps. com donal dg@hel ps. com

Janes W O Mara on behalf of Interested Party Trammo, Inc., f/k/a Transammmonia, |nc.

omar aj @hel ps. com j 0. bankrupt cy. ecf @hel ps. com donal dg@hel ps. com

Jason E Dare on behal f of Creditor E. I. du Pont de Nenpurs and Conpany jdare@wattfirmcom
cmohon@wattfirmcom

Jerome C Hafter on behal f of Interested Party Trammo, Inc., f/k/a Transammonia, |nc.

hafterj @hel ps.com spel |t @hel ps. com
Joel L. Bl ackl edge on behalf of Creditor KRI STOFER STEEL j oel @l ackl edgel awfirm com
G36741@noti fy. ci nconpass. com
Jonat han E Sholtis on behalf of Creditor Victor Lenon jsholtis@shfirmcom
| conner @shfirmcom
Jonathan E Sholtis on behal f of Creditor Jerry Don Scudder, Jr. jsholtis@shfirmcom
| conner @shfirmcom
Karl  Fi ngerhood on behal f of Interested Party US Dept. O Justice, Env. Enf. Sec
karl . fingerhood@sdoj.gov, kenneth.|ong@sdoj.gov
Karl Fi ngerhood on behal f of Interested Party M ssi ssi ppi Departnent of Environnental
Qual ity karl.fingerhood@sdoj.gov, kenneth.|ong@sdoj.gov
Karl D. Burrer on behal f of Creditor STUWLLC, as Admi nistrative Agent
karl . burrer @aynesboone. com ishmael . kamar a@aynesboone. com
Kasee S. Hei sterhagen on behal f of Creditor Conmmittee Oficial Commttee of Unsecured
Creditors of M ssissippi Phosphates Corporation khei sterhagen@urr.com severett@urr.com
Kennet h Gordon Long on behal f of Interested Party US Dept. O Justice, Env. Enf. Sec
Kennet h. | ong@sdoj . gov, efile_ees@sdoj.gov
Kennet h Gordon Long on behal f of Interested Party M ssi ssi ppi Departnent of Environnental
Qual ity Kenneth.|ong@isdoj.gov, efile_ees@sdoj.gov
Lacey Elizabeth Rochester on behal f of Creditor Committee Premier Chenicals & Services, LLC
I rochester @i skow.com | price@iskow com
Lacey Elizabeth Rochester on behal f of Creditor Committee Shri eve Chemi cal
I rochester @i skow.com I price@iskow com
Law ence B. Voit on behal f of Creditor Ranger Environnental Services, LLC |voit@ilvervoit.com
Law ence B. Voit on behal f of Creditor Ni chol as Insulation Services, Inc. |voit@ilvervoit.com
Lawr ence B. Voit on behal f of Creditor SPI/ Mobile Pulley Wrks, Inc. |voit@ilvervoit.com
Lenard M Parkins on behal f of Creditor STUWLLC, as Administrative Agent
| enar d. par ki ns@aynesboone. com
Leslie C. Heil man on behal f of Creditor E. |. du Pont de Nenoburs and Conpany
hei | manl @al | ar dspahr. com
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The followi ng persons/entities were sent notice through the court’s CMECF el ectronic mail (Email)
system (conti nued)

Leslie C. Heil man on behal f of Creditor The Chenours Conpany, LLC heil manl @al | ardspahr.com

LI oyd H Randol ph on behal f of Interested Party United States on behal f of Federal
Communi cati ons Conmi n |1 oyd. randol ph@sdoj . gov, janice. nmurray@sdoj.gov

Marc. P. Sol onpn on behal f of Creditor Committee Oficial Committee of Unsecured Creditors of
M ssi ssi ppi  Phosphat es Corporati on nsol onon@urr.com

Marcus M W I son on behal f of Creditor Bl ue Cross & Blue Shield of M ssissippi
mui | son@l swl aw. com mwi | son@cf. courtdrive.com

Mat t hew Ward McDade on behal f of Creditor M ssi ssi ppi Power Conpany mmtdade@al ch. com
bmar shal | @al ch. com smhol | i s@al ch. com

Mat t hew Ward McDade on behal f of Creditor VIP International, Inc. nmmtdade@al ch. com
brar shal | @al ch. com smhol | i s@al ch. com

Mat t hew Ward McDade on behal f of Defendant M SSI SSI PPI  POAER COMPANY mmtdade@al ch. com
bmar shal | @al ch. com snhol | i s@al ch. com

Mat t hew Ward M:Dade on behal f of Creditor Scott Conpany, LLC mmtdade@al ch. com
bmar shal | @al ch. com smhol | i s@al ch. com

Mat t hew Ward McDade on behal f of Creditor APRM Inc. d/b/a Plant Mintenance Services
mtdade@al ch. com  bmarshal | @al ch. com snhol | i s@al ch. com

M chael D Watson, Jr on behal f of Creditor I nternational Welding & Fabrication, Inc.
m chael @wat sonl egal . s

M chael T Fackl er on behal f of Creditor Bast ech, LLC nfackl er @i | amhowar d. com
hdur ham@ri | amhowar d. com

Paul J. Del canbre, Jr on behal f of Cross-d ai mant M SSI SSI PPl  POAER COMPANY
pdel canbr e@al ch. com  dbeal @al ch. com snmhol | i s@al ch. com

Paul J. Del canbre, Jr on behal f of Creditor M ssi ssi ppi Power Conpany pdel canbre@al ch. com
dbeal @al ch. com srhol | i s@al ch. com

Paul J. Del canbre, Jr on behal f of Defendant M SSI SSI PPl  POAER COMPANY pdel canbr e@al ch. com
dbeal @al ch. com smhol | i s@al ch. com

Paul J. Del canbre, Jr on behal f of Counter- Def endant M SSI SSI PPI PONER COMPANY
pdel canbr e@al ch. com dbeal @al ch. com smhol | i s@al ch. com

Paul S. Mirphy on behal f of Debtor In Possession M ssi ssi ppi  Phosphat es Cor porati on
paul . mur phy@ut| ersnow. com kitty.|l ogan@ut| er snow. com ecf. noti ces@ut| er snow. com

Paul S. Murphy on behal f of Debtor In Possession Sul furic Acid Tanks Subsidiary, |nc.
paul . mur phy@ut | ersnow. com kitty. |l ogan@ut| er snow. com ecf. noti ces@ut | er snow. com

Paul S. Murphy on behal f of Debtor In Possession Ammoni a Tank Subsi diary, Inc.
paul . nur phy@ut | ersnow. com kitty.l ogan@utl er snow. com ecf. noti ces@ut| er snow. com

Philip K Jones, Jr on behalf of Creditor Conmmttee Shri eve Chemical pkjones@i skow. com
dl ebl anc@ i skow. com

Ri chard A Montague, Jr. on behal f of Interested Party Trammo, Inc., f/k/a Transammonia, |nc.
nmont agur @hel ps. com  col | een. wheel er @hel ps. com
Ri chard A. Montague, Jr. on behal f of Creditor Trammo, |nc. nontagur @hel ps. com

col | een. wheel er @hel ps. com

Ri chard Mark Gaal on behal f of Creditor Fl exi crew Staffing, Inc. ,
phol der @tdowel | kni ght. com anmi nor @tdowel | kni ght. com

Robert Al an Byrd on behal f of Defendant M SSI SSI PPl PHOSPHATES CORPORATI ON rab@yr dwi ser. com
w s@yr dw ser.com WandaRi t aSt anovi ch@nai | . com

Robert Al an Byrd on behal f of Plaintiff STUWLLC, as Administrative Agent rab@yrdw ser.com
wr s@yr dwi ser. com WandaRi t aSt anovi ch@nsi | . com

Robert Al an Byrd on behal f of Plaintiff MPC Li qui dation Trust rab@yrdw ser.com
wr s@yr dwi ser. com WandaRi t aSt anovi ch@nsi | . com

Robert Al an Byrd on behal f of Count er- Def endant MPC Li qui dation Trust rab@yrdw ser.com
wr s@yr dwi ser. com WandaRi t aSt anovi ch@nzi | . com

Robert Al an Byrd on behal f of Creditor STUWLLC, as Administrative Agent rab@yrdw ser.com
w s@yr dw ser. com WandaRi t aSt anovi ch@nei | . com

Robert Ball MG nley, Jr. on behal f of Creditor Fl exi crew Staffing, Inc.
rrecgi nl ey@rcdowel | kni ght . com
rgaal @tdowel | kni ght. com ami nor @tdowel | kni ght. com ssm t h@tdowel | kni ght. com nkrscourtdocs@nmai | .
com

Roger Adam Kirk on behal f of Creditor Brock Services, LLC akirk@orekil patrick.com
amat t ox@or eki | patri ck. com

Roy Hendee Furrh on behal f of Interested Party US Dept. O Justice, Env. Enf. Sec
roy_furrh@leq. state. ns.us, royhfurrh@ol.com

Roy Hendee Furrh on behal f of Interested Party M ssi ssi ppi Departnent of Environnental
Quality roy_furrh@leq. state. ms.us, royhfurrh@ol.com

Scott O Nel son on behal f of Creditor WIlliam D. Burge scott@ hel omaxl awfirm com
| aur a@ hel omax| awfi rm com

Shane Witfield on behal f of Creditor Jerry Shunock shane@ndrewburrell.com
kri sti na@ndrewburrell.com

Sheryl W Bey on behal f of Creditor ACE Anerican | nsurance Conpany, et al
sbey@aker donel son. com  nmat hews @aker donel son. com nbuf ki n@aker donel son. com

St ephen W Rosenbl at't on behal f of Debtor In Possession Ammoni a Tank Subsi diary, Inc.
St eve. Rosenbl att @ut | er snow. com
vel vet . j ohnson@ut | er snow. com VJ. Money @ut | er snow. com ecf . noti ces@ut | er snow. com

St ephen W Rosenbl att on behal f of Debtor In Possession Sul furic Acid Tanks Subsidiary, |nc.
St eve. Rosenbl att @ut | er snow. com
vel vet . j ohnson@ut | er snow. com VJ. Money@ut | er snow. cony ecf . noti ces@ut| er snow. com

St ephen W Rosenbl att on behal f of Debtor In Possession M ssi ssi ppi  Phosphat es Cor por ati on
St eve. Rosenbl att @ut | er snow. com
vel vet. j ohnson@ut | er snow. com VJ. Money@ut | er snow. cony ecf . noti ces@ut | er snow. com
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The followi ng persons/entities were sent notice through the court’s CMECF el ectronic mail (Email)
system (conti nued)
Ted Lanpton on behal f of Interested Party US Dept. O Justice, Env. Enf. Sec
ted_Lanpt on@leq. st at e. ns. us
Ted Lanpton on behal f of Interested Party M ssi ssi ppi Departnent of Environnental Quality
t ed_Lanpt on@leq. st ate. ns. us
Thomas A McKni ght, Jr. on behal f of Creditor McCai n Engi neering Co., Inc.
t ntkni ght @wal | acej ordan. com  rrogers@wal | acej or dan. com
Thomas J Butl er on behal f of Creditor Nati onal Union Fire Insurance Co. of Pittsburgh, Pa.
t but | er @maynar dcooper. com
Thomas J Butler on behal f of Creditor Al G Property Casual ty Conpany tbutl er @mynar dcooper.com
Thomas J Butl er on behal f of Creditor AU | nsurance Conpany tbut!| er @mynar dcooper. com
Thomas J Butler on behal f of Creditor Al G Assurance Conpany tbutl er @mynar dcooper.com
Thomas J Butler on behal f of Creditor Il'linois National Insurance Co tbutler@uaynardcooper.com
Thonmas J Butler on behal f of Creditor Commerce and | ndustry I nsurance Conpany
t but | er @aynar dcooper. com
Thomas J Butler on behal f of Creditor New Hanpshire | nsurance Conpany
t but | er @aynar dcooper. com
Thomas J Butler on behal f of Creditor The I nsurance Conpany of the State of Pennsylvania
t but | er @mynar dcooper . com
Thomas J Butler on behal f of Creditor Anerican Home Assurance Conpany
t but | er @maynar dcooper. com
Thomas J Butl er on behal f of Creditor Ganite State |nsurance Conpany
t but | er @maynar dcooper. com
Thomas J Butl er on behal f of Creditor Al abanma El ectric Mtor Services, LLC d/b/a TMC Electric
Mot or Services tbutl er @uaynardcooper. com
Thomas M Hewi tt on behal f of Debtor In Possession Ammonia Tank Subsidiary, Inc.
t homas. hewi tt @ut | ersnow. com  ecf.notices@utl ersnow. com vel vet.johnson@ut| er snow. com
Thonas M Hewi tt on behal f of O ains Agent BMC Group, Inc. thonms. hewitt @utl ersnow. com
ecf.noti ces@ut| ersnow. com vel vet.j ohnson@ut | er snow. com
Thomas M Hewi tt on behal f of Debtor In Possession Sul furic Acid Tanks Subsidiary, |nc.
thomas. hewi tt @ut | ersnow. com  ecf.notices@utl ersnow. com vel vet.johnson@out| er snow. com
Thomas M Hewi tt on behal f of Debtor In Possession M ssi ssi ppi Phosphat es Cor poration
t honmas. hewi tt @ut | ersnow. com ecf.notices@utl ersnow. com vel vet.johnson@ut | er snow. com
United States Trustee USTPRegi on05. JA. ECF@sdoj . gov
Wendy Marie Sinkul ak on behal f of Creditor ACE Arerican | nsurance Conpany, et al
wnsi nkul ak@uanenorri s. com
WlliamH Patrick, 111 on behal f of Interested Party Phosphat e Hol di ngs, Inc.
wpatri ck@el | erdraper.com kfritscher @el | erdraper.com
WlliamL Snith on behal f of Creditor Robert E Jones bsmi th@al ch.com
bbryant @al ch. com ccabr er a@al ch. com
Wl liamLee Watt on behal f of Creditor Ni chol as Insulation Services, Inc. Iwatt@attfirmcom
Wl liamP. Wessler on behalf of Creditor Bast ech, LLC wwessl er @abl eone. net
WIlliamP. Wessler on behal f of Creditor Jackson County Port Authority wwessl er @abl eone. net
TOTAL: 121
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SO ORDERED,

Judge Katharine M. Samson
United States Bankruptcy Judge
Date Signed: October 21, 2016

The Order of the Court isset forth below. The docket reflects the date enter ed.

UNITED STATES BANKRUPTCY COURT
SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF MISSISSIPPI

IN RE: MISSISSIPPI PHOSPHATES CASE NO. 14-51667-KMS
CORPORATION, et al
DEBTORS CHAPTER 11

ORDER SUSTAINING U.S. TRUSTEE’S OBJECTION TO CONFIRMATION

Before the Court is the Objection to Confirmation of Plan (Dkt. No. 1641) filed by the
United States Trustee (“US Trustee”). The Court held a confirmation hearing and permitted the
Debtors to file an amended response to the US Trustee’s objection. Dkt. No. 1680. Having
considered the arguments and evidence, the Court finds that the Objection of the US Trustee, to
the extent that it has not been resolved by agreement with the Debtors, is sustained.

L. Jurisdiction

The Court has jurisdiction over the parties to and the subject matter of this proceeding

pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1334. This matter is a core proceeding pursuant to 28 U.S.C.

§ 157(6)(2)(A), (L), & (O).
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II. Findings of Fact!

Mississippi Phosphates Corporation® (“MS Phosphates”) filed its petition for Chapter 11
bankruptcy on October 27, 2014. Dkt. No. 1. MS Phosphates filed its Modified Chapter 11 Plan
on July 1, 2016. Dkt. No. 1168. The US Trustee objected to the language of the Plan, including an
exculpation clause. Dkt. No. 1641. The Court held a hearing on confirmation of the Plan on
September 1, 2016, and allowed MS Phosphates to amend its response to the US Trustee’s
objection. Dkt. No. 1680. MS Phosphates filed its amended response, and the US Trustee replied.
Dkt. Nos. 1686, 1698. The Court then took the matter under advisement.

II1. Conclusions of Law

The US Trustee raised six objections in its brief, and MS Phosphates has agreed to resolve
five of them to the US Trustee’s satisfaction in its responsive briefing. Dkt. No. 1686 at 2-3. This
leaves the US Trustee’s final objection to be resolved by the Court: “Under Section 14.3 of the
First Amended Joint Plan, the [US Trustee] objects to the Exculpation language to the extent it
fails to comply with . . . Fifth Circuit[ case law].” Dkt. No. 1641 at 2. MS Phosphates argues that
the exculpation language complies with this Circuit’s precedents and that other bankruptcy courts
in the Fifth Circuit have approved similar language over objection by the US Trustee. Dkt. No.
1686 at 4-13.

The Court reproduces the relevant language in full:

14.3 Exculpation. None of the Covered Parties shall have or incur any
liability to, or be subject to any right of action by, any of the Debtors or any holder

! Pursuant to Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 52, made applicable here by Federal Rules of Bankruptcy Procedure
9014(c) and 7052, the following constitutes the findings of fact and conclusions of law of the Court.

2 This case consolidated bankruptcies filed by several related entities. See Dkt. No. 1168 at 21 (defining “Debtors” as
“collectively, Mississippi Phosphates Corporation, Ammonia Tank Subsidiary, Inc., and Sulfuric Acid Tanks
Subsidiary, Inc.”). The Court refers to them collectively by the name of the lead debtor, Mississippi Phosphates
Corporation.
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of a Claim or Interest or the Committee® or any other party in interest in the Cases,
or any of their respective owners, members, officers, directors, managers,
employees, agents, representatives, attorneys, advisors or other professional
representatives, or any of their successors or assigns, for any act or omission in
connection with, relating to, or arising out of (i) the Cases, (ii) any act taken or
omitted to be taken on or after the Petition Date in connection with the Cases, or
(ii1) the Disclosure Statement, the Plan or the documents and actions necessary to
perform the Plan, except for obligations of any of the Covered Parties expressly
arising under or in accordance with the Plan and Confirmation Order, and except
for their willful misconduct or gross negligence; and each of the Covered Parties
shall be entitled to rely reasonably upon the advice of counsel with respect to their
duties and responsibilities under the Plan and Confirmation Order. The Debtors
believe the exculpation provision contained in the Plan is appropriate and
reasonable.

The Plan, however, incorporates, and does not affect or impair in any
respect, the releases, discharges, covenants not to sue, and other covenants
contained in the Environmental Settlement Agreement or the Committee
Settlement Agreement. Nothing in this Order or the Plan discharges, releases,
precludes, or enjoins any liability to a Governmental Unit on the part of any Person
other than Debtors.

Dkt. No. 1168 at 80-81. The Plan defines “Covered Parties” as

(i) all of the present or former attorneys and professionals of any of the debtors
whose retention has been approved by the Bankruptcy Court, before or after the
Petition Date up to and including the Effective Date, and (ii) the Committee, and
any of their respective present or former members, officers, directors, employees,
agents, advisors, attorneys and professionals or other representatives, before or
after the Petition Date up to and including the Effective Date; provided, however,
that as to the Committee and any of its present and former members, agents,
advisors, attorneys and professionals or other representatives, said time period shall
include from and after the Petition Date through and including the date of entry of
a final decree closing these Cases.

Dkt. No. 1168 at 20.
Essentially, the exculpation clause protects MS Phosphates’s attorneys and hired
professionals and the unsecured creditors committee and its representatives from suit by MS

Phosphates, the holders of a claim or interest in this bankruptcy, and the unsecured creditors

3 The Plan defines the “Committee” as “the Official Committee of Unsecured Creditors appointed by the United States
Trustee in these Bankruptcy Cases on November 12, 2014 [Dkt. # 161], or thereafter amended pursuant to Section
1102 of the Bankruptcy Code.” Dkt. No. 1168 at 19.
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committee for actions taken in this bankruptcy, excluding willful misconduct and gross negligence
and anything related to two separate settlement agreements.

The Fifth Circuit has previously analyzed “third-party release and exculpation provisions”
in a Chapter 11 plan. See Bank of N.Y. Trust Co. v. Official Unsecured Creditors’ Comm. (In re
Pac. Lumber Co.), 584 F.3d 229, 239 (5th Cir. 2009). In In re Pacific Lumber, the plan released
the “[p]lan proponents and current owners of the reorganized debtors” (who filed the plan after the
exclusivity period had expired), two new entities created during the bankruptcy, “and the
Unsecured Creditors' Committee (and their personnel) from liability—other than for willfulness
and gross negligence—related to proposing, implementing, and administering the plan.” /d. at 236,
237, 251. The plan proponents argued “the release clause is part of their bargain because without
the clause neither company would have been willing to provide the plan's financing.” Id. at 251-
52. The Fifth Circuit struck the releases for the plan proponents and new entities, holding that “the
essential function of the exculpation clause proposed here is to absolve the released parties from
any negligent conduct that occurred during the course of the bankruptcy. The fresh start § 524(e)
provides to debtors is not intended to serve this purpose.” Id. at 252-53. The Fifth Circuit, however,
upheld the release for the unsecured creditors’ committee, holding that “§ 1103(c), which lists the
creditors' committee's powers, implies committee members have qualified immunity for actions
within the scope of their duties.” Id. at 253 (citing In re PWS Holding Corp., 228 F.3d 224, 246
(3d Cir. 2000)); see also 7 Collier on Bankruptcy 4 1103.05[4][b] (16th ed.) (“Actions against
committee members in their capacity as such should be discouraged . .. An active and involved
committee is an important part of a chapter 11 case and if a committee can be intimidated by the
threat of legal action seeking personal liability of its members, it will not be able to play its role in

the case.”). It is clear that the exculpation clause, insofar as it releases the unsecured creditors’
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committee from liability for its negligent actions taken within the scope of its duties, is allowed.
In re Pacific Lumber, however, does not specifically address a release of liability of a debtor’s
attorneys and professionals for actions taken during the pendency of the case.

MS Phosphates has cited several unpublished cases where a court approved exculpatory
language in a plan. But “[u]npublished cases are not binding precedent. ...” United States v.
Rodriguez-Bernal, 783 F.3d 1002, 1008 (5th Cir. 2015). Further, the US Trustee did not object to
the language in most of MS Phosphates’s example cases, and they are, therefore, distinguishable.
The Fifth Circuit has held “that when a bankruptcy plan has been confirmed by the bankruptcy
court and gone unchallenged on direct appeal, a ‘specific discharge or release’ in such a plan can
release claims against non-debtors.” Hernandez v. Larry Miller Roofing, Inc., 628 F. App’x 281,
286 (5th Cir. 2016) (citing Applewood Chair Co. v. Three Rivers Planning & Dev. Dist. (In re
Applewood Chair Co.), 203 F.3d 914, 919 (5th Cir. 2000)). And “once the time for objecting to,
or directly appealing, a plan has passed, parties may not challenge particular provisions of a plan
as exceeding the bankruptcy court's authority.” Id. at 281 n.4 (citing Travelers Indem. Co. v.
Bailey, 557 U.S. 137, 152-54 (2009)). It is clear that when no party objects, a court may approve
such language, but, here, the US Trustee has objected to the proposed exculpation clause.

One case cited by MS Phosphates, however, appears to be on point. See In re Reddy Ice
Holdings, Inc., No. 12-32349, slip op. at 20-21 (Bankr. N.D. Tex. May 22, 2012). In In re Reddy
Ice Holdings, the debtor proposed a plan with language that released its attorneys and professionals
from liability, except for gross negligence or willful misconduct, for their actions taken during the
bankruptcy. The US Trustee objected. The court approved the language over objection finding the
exculpation clause was “an integral part of and critically important to the success of the Plan, and

[was] fair and reasonable and [was] in the best interests of the Debtors, their Estates and parties in
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interest.” Id. The court stated that its decision was based on the record, the evidence produced at a
hearing, and the adequate notice provided to all participants in the bankruptcy. Id. The court,
however, cited no case law to support its decision and did not elaborate on what occurred at the
hearing. “[T]here is little persuasive value to [a] pronouncement” with “no accompanying
analysis. . . .” Rodriguez-Bernal, 783 F.3d at 1008. The Court finds this unpublished and uncited
decision to be unpersuasive. Further, the Court’s analysis today echoes other courts that have
analyzed the issue. See Ad Hoc Grp. of Vitro Noteholders v. Vitro S.A.B. de C.V. (In re Vitro S.A.B.
de C.V.), 701 F.3d 1031, 1061 (5th Cir. 2012) (finding that “th[e] conclusion [of In re Pacific
Lumber]| was consistent with prior rulings from this circuit that seem broadly to foreclose non-
consensual non-debtor releases and permanent injunctions”) (internal quotations marks omitted).
The exculpatory language for parties other than the unsecured creditors committee and its
representatives must be struck from the Plan, and unless MS Phosphates conforms the language of
its proposed Plan to this order, then the Plan cannot be confirmed. See In re Pilgrim’s Pride Corp.,
No. 08-45664-DML-11, 2010 WL 200000, at *5 (Bankr. N.D. Tex. Jan. 14, 2010) (denying
exculpation clause in favor of debtor’s attorneys and holding that “[blecause [In re] Pacific
Lumber is binding precedent, the court may not, over objection, approve through confirmation of
the Plan third-party protections, other than those provided to the Committees, members of the
Committees, and the Committees' Professionals™).

The Court acknowledges there may be more similarity than difference between the position
of MS Phosphates’s attorneys and hired professionals and that of the unsecured creditors
committee. See In re PWS Holding, 228 F.3d at 246 (allowing exculpation clause for “members
of the [unsecured creditors’ cJommittee and professionals who provided services to the Debtor™).

Both groups are approved by the Court and have their actions closely monitored. And without



14-51667-KMS Dkt 1713 Filed 10/23/16 Entered 10/24/16 00:01:48 Page 11 of 12

either group, the bankruptcy system would struggle to function. Just as the unsecured creditors are
not best represented individually,* a debtor is not best represented pro se. And a corporate debtor
can never appear pro se. In re CorrLine Int’l, LLC, 516 B.R. 106, 138 (Bankr. S.D. Tex. 2014)
(citing Sw. Express Co., Inc. v. Interstate Commerce Comm 'n, 670 F.2d 53, 55 (5th Cir. 1982));
see also Miss. Bankr. L.R. 9010-1(b)(2)(C) (listing limited circumstances in which corporations
“may appear and act without counsel”). The essential functions performed by the debtor’s
attorneys and other professionals raise the question of whether the qualified immunity afforded to
the unsecured creditors’ committee should not be extended to other necessary players in this
game.’ See In re Pac. Lumber, 584 F.3d at 253. And indeed other jurisdictions have found that
similar “[e]xculpation provisions in chapter 11 plans are not uncommon....” In re Health
Diagnostic Lab., Inc., 551 B.R. 218, 232-33 (Bankr. E.D. Va. 2016) (citing In re PWS Holding,

228 F.3d at 246-47) (“The practical effect of a proper exculpation provision is not to provide a

4 “These committees are designed to deal with the debtor in a more manageable way than the entire body of creditors
could. They are representative bodies that must speak for groups of creditors with similar interest.” H.R. Rep. No. 95-
595 at 235 (1977). “Official unsecured creditor committees are provided for by 11 U.S.C. § 1102(a)(1). In general,
the purpose of such committees is to represent the interests of unsecured creditors and to strive to maximize the
bankruptcy dividend paid to that class of creditors.” In re Nationwide Sports Distribs., Inc., 227 B.R. 455, 463 (Bankr.
E.D. Penn. 1998).

> The Court notes that the attorneys and professionals to be protected by the stricken language may be covered by the
Barton Doctrine. See Barton v. Barbour, 104 U.S. 126, 127 (1881).

Under this doctrine, “a court appointed trustee cannot be sued for actions taken in the trustee's
official capacity unless leave is first obtained from the court that appointed the trustee.” In re WRT
Energy Corp., 402 B.R. 717, 721-22 (Bankr. W.D. La. 2007) (setting out the history of the Barton
doctrine and its applicability to bankruptcy trustees). Courts have held that this doctrine applies to
suits against auctioneers and lawyers appointed by the trustee and approved by the court to represent
the estate, reasoning that when these auctioneers and lawyers act at the direction of the trustee for
the purpose of administering the estate or protecting its assets they are the “functional equivalent of
a trustee.” Carter v. Rodgers, 220 F.3d 1249, 1252 n. 4 (11th Cir. 2000); Allard v. Weitzman (In re
DeLorean Motor Co.), 991 F.2d 1236, 1241 (6th Cir. 1993).

In re CDP Corp., Inc., 462 B.R. 615, 635-36 (Bankr. S.D. Miss. 2011). And other courts have held that the Barton
Doctrine extends to debtors-in-possession as well as their attorneys. See, e.g., In re W.B. Care Ctr., LLC, 497 B.R.
604, 610 (Bankr. S.D. Fla. 2013). Similarly, the court in In re Pilgrim’s Pride retained jurisdiction over any claims
against the debtor’s hired professionals for their conduct during the course of the bankruptcy after striking from the
plan a clause releasing them from liability for that conduct. In re Pilgrim’s Pride Corp., 2010 WL 200000, at *5. The
US Trustee confessed no objection to the Court doing likewise here. Dkt. No. 1698 at 2-3.

7
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release for any party, but to raise the standard of liability of fiduciaries for their conduct during the
bankruptcy case. Exculpation is appropriate when it is solely limited to fiduciaries who have served
a debtor through a chapter 11 proceeding.”) (internal citations omitted). But the Court finds it is
beyond its authority to extend the exculpation allowed by In re Pacific Lumber to a debtor’s
attorneys and hired professionals without further guidance from the appellate courts.

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED THAT the United States Trustee’s Objection to
Confirmation of Plan (Dkt. No. 1641) is SUSTAINED.

#HHEND OF ORDER##



