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Attorneys for the National Hockey League

UNITED STATES BANKRUPTCY COURT

FOR THE DISTRICT OF ARIZONA

In re

DEWEY RANCH HOCKEY, LLC,

COYOTES HOLDINGS, LLC,

COYOTES HOCKEY, LLC, and

ARENA MANAGEMENT GROUP, LLC,

Debtors.

)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)

Case No. 2:09-bk-09488-RTBP

(Jointly Administered)

Chapter 11

National Hockey League's Objection to 
PSE Sports & Entertainment's Position on 
Relocation and Ownership Transfer 
Discovery 

This filing applies to:

 All Debtors
□ Specified Debtors

)
)
)
)
)
)
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The National Hockey League (the “NHL”) hereby objects to the relocation-related requests 

set forth in PSE Sports & Entertainment's Position on Relocation and Ownership Transfer 

Discovery.1

The NHL has good and specific reasons for rejecting Mr. Jim Balsillie - the overwhelming 

(unanimous) majority of current NHL owners do not trust him or want to do business with him. 

We have provided the basis for that view to the Court - and to Mr. Balsillie already. Recognizing

that Mr. Balsillie is unwilling to accept the Board's decision, the NHL also has offered to provide 

reasonable discovery regarding the basis for its decision.  Without comment on the argumentative 

phrasing of PSE's requests, the NHL has offered to produce documents responsive to Requests 10-

13 set forth in PSE's position paper, including all documents relating to the Board of Governor's 

consideration and denial of Mr. Balsillie's request for transfer of ownership.  The NHL is also 

willing to make available for deposition each of the witnesses PSE has requested that relate to the 

ownership transfer issue:  (1) Commissioner Gary B. Bettman, (2) Deputy Commissioner William 

L. Daly, (3) Mr. Jeremy Jacobs, who is the Chairman of the Board of Governors and the principal 

owner of the Boston Bruins, and (4) Mr. Craig Leipold, who is a Member of the Executive 

Committee and Board of Governors and the principal owner of the Minnesota Wild.  

Document Discovery

The NHL objects, however, to PSE's request to conduct document discovery right now 

relating to relocation-related issues.  Taking relocation-related discovery including requests for the 

production of email, which requires a massive amount of time and expense, is neither feasible nor 

advisable right now.  We are only nine business days from the deadline for PSE's opposition to the 

NHL's Motion to determine that the Debtors' interest in the Coyotes may not be transferred to PSE.  

discovery in connection with the auction.
Debtors, sought this information, PSE is merely a bidder and does not have independent standing to conduct 

estates to fund this fishing expedition, and (iii) even assuming that PSE alone, rather than the in the Debtors’
confidential information from NHL member franchises that are not before this Court, (ii) there are no funds 
on August 10, 2009.  Additional objections set forth therein include:  (i) the Debtors and PSE seek 

filed , he National Hockey LeagueEntertainment LP for Order Requiring Production of Documents From t
Daly to Appear for the Taking of Depositions and (II) Joint Motion of Debtors and PSE Sports & 

ion of Debtors and PSE Sports & Entertainment LP for Order Requiring Gary Bettman and William Mot
The NHL incorporates herein the Omnibus Objection of the National Hockey League to (I) Joint 
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Just completing the discovery limited to the ownership transfer issue in that timeframe will be 

difficult (the NHL itself intends to depose Mr. Balsillie and Mr. Rodier regarding the ownership 

transfer issue).  During these nine business days, the NHL also has multiple motions now due on 

August 18, 2009.  Six depositions, document discovery regarding the ownership transfer issue, and 

the preparation of multiple motions will more than occupy those nine days.  

Of course, this litigation work is all in addition to the more critical work being done to try 

to produce a Qualified Bid from at least one Glendale bidder.  The NHL was pleased to learn at 

yesterday's hearing that the largest secured creditor, SOF, has reached a deal in principal with the 

Reinsdorf group.  That leaves the NHL as the next largest secured creditor, and the attention of the 

NHL's senior executives – the very people from whom PSE is seeking extensive discovery – will 

be devoted to trying to work out deals with the Reinsdorf and Ice Edge groups, as well as doing 

everything within their power to try to facilitate negotiations with other creditors, including the 

City of Glendale. 

Finally, there is no need to conduct discovery on relocation issues right now because they 

all could be mooted by any of the several motions now scheduled to be heard on September 2, 

2009.  Moreover, the NHL has offered to expedite consideration of relocation-related issues, 

including discovery, if the Court denies the NHL's motions and determines that PSE is a Qualified 

Bidder.  As a result, there is no reason to burden the parties with relocation issues now and make 

an already extremely difficult and frantic process even more so.  Nevertheless, in the spirit of 

cooperation and to facilitate the expeditious consideration of the issues if it ever becomes necessary, 

the NHL is willing to produce those relocation-related documents that are readily available and 

which would not require the attention of the NHL's senior executives to gather.  Specifically, as a 

compromise, the NHL is willing to produce documents sufficient to show the information 

requested in PSE Request Nos. 1, 2, 3 (to the extent available), 5, and 6 (since the new Collective 

Bargaining Agreement in 2006).

The other requests are irrelevant and/or unduly burdensome.  In particular, Request No. 7 

(documents concerning potential expansion into the Southern Ontario market), No. 8 (expenditures 

on goodwill in Hamilton), No. 9 (NHL consent agreements since 1990), and No. 14 (documents 
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regarding any "veto rights"), are irrelevant and unduly burdensome.  This Court has already found 

that the relocation fee is to be determined as set forth in Raiders II (i.e., the difference in expansion 

fee opportunity as of May 5, 2009 between Phoenix and Hamilton).  This is a contested fee, not an 

agreed-upon fee as negotiated by most existing partners in the League. Documents regarding 

purported veto rights are irrelevant as has been made clear to the Court (and the Canadian 

Competition Bureau); all relocations are now considered by a majority vote by the Board of 

Governors.  Further, these requests are unnecessary and would require a search akin to a needle in 

a haystack and certainly could not be completed by the requested deadline.

Depositions

The NHL has offered to make available all four witnesses that PSE has requested on 

transfer of ownership issues. The NHL objects, however, to PSE's request to depose Mr. Richard 

Peddie, an owner of the Toronto Maple Leafs.  Mr. Peddie is not relevant to the ownership transfer 

issue.  He is not a member of the NHL Executive Committee.  He did not attend the interview of 

Mr. Balsillie, the NHL Executive Committee meeting on July 29, 2009, or the Board of Governors 

meeting later that same day.  Moreover, the Maple Leafs abstained from the vote on Mr. Balsillie's 

application.  PSE and Debtors seek to depose Mr. Peddie solely on relocation-related issues, 

specifically PSE's theory that the Maple Leafs have "veto rights" under the NHL Constitution 

regarding a team potentially moving into the Maple Leafs' home territory.  In sum, there is no need 

for his deposition at all, and certainly not right now.  (We also note that Mr. Peddie is not a party to 

this action.)  

NHL's Requested Depositions

The NHL proposes to depose Mr. Jim Balsillie, Mr. Richard Rodier, Mr. Jerry Moyes, Mr. 

Earl Scudder, and Mr. Douglas Moss, who is the President and Chief Operating Officer of the 

Phoenix Coyotes.

The NHL proposes to examine Mr. Balsillie and Mr. Rodier on (i) the grounds for the 

NHL's denial of PSE's ownership application, (ii) possible collusion between PSE, Mr. Moyes, and 

the Debtors regarding this bankruptcy action and the Debtors' attempts to market and sell the 

Phoenix Coyotes, and (iii) the terms of his proposed APA and the contingencies set forth therein.
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The NHL proposes to examine Mr. Moyes and Mr. Scudder regarding (i) the NHL's control

of the Club since November 2008, (ii) possible collusion between PSE, Mr. Moyes, and the 

Debtors regarding this bankruptcy action, (iii) attempts both before and after the filing of the 

bankruptcy petition to market and sell the Phoenix Coyotes, (iv) Mr. Moyes' management of the 

Club, and (v) Mr. Moyes' financial transactions with the Club.

The NHL proposes to examine Mr. Douglas Moss regarding the operation of the Phoenix 

Coyotes both before and after the filing of the bankruptcy petition.

CONCLUSION

WHEREFORE, for the reasons set forth herein, the NHL respectfully requests that the 

Court deny PSE's and the Debtors' Request for relocation-related discovery.

DATED: August 12, 2009

STINSON MORRISON HECKER LLP

By:  /s/ Alan A. Meda (#009213)
C. Taylor Ashworth
Alan A. Meda

and

SKADDEN, ARPS, SLATE, MEAGHER & FLOM, LLP
J. Gregory Milmoe
Shepard Goldfein
Anthony W. Clark

Attorneys for the National Hockey League

COPY of the foregoing sent this August 12, 
2009, to:

Albert Turi
BWD GROUP LLC
BWD Plaza
PO Box 9050
Jericho NY  11753-8950

Thomas J. Salerno, Esq.
Jordan A. Kroop, Esq.
Kelly Singer, Esq.
SQUIRE SANDERS & DEMPSEY LLP
40 N Central Ave #2700
Phoenix AZ  85004-4498
tsalerno@ssd.com
jkroop@ssd.com
ksinger@ssd.com
Attorneys for Debtors

James E. Cross, Esq.
Brenda K. Martin, Esq.
Warren J. Stapleton, Esq.
OSBORN MALEDON PA
2929 N Central Ave #2100
Phoenix AZ  85012-2794
jcross@omlaw.com
bmartin@omlaw.com
wstapleton@omlaw.com
Attorneys -National Hockey League Players’ Assn
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Larry L Watson, Esq.
Connie S. Hoover
OFFICE OF THE U.S. TRUSTEE
230 N First Ave #204
Phoenix AZ  85003-1706
larry.watson@usdoj.gov
connie.s.hoover@usdoj.gov

Carolyn J. Johnsen, Esq.
Peter W. Sorensen, Esq.
JENNINGS STROUSS & SALMON PLC
201 E Washington St
Phoenix AZ  85004-2385
cjjohnsen@jsslaw.com
psorensen@jsslaw.com
Attorneys for Jerry Moyes

Susan M. Freeman, Esq.
Stefan M. Palys, Esq.
LEWIS AND ROCA LLP
40 N Central Ave
Phoenix AZ  85004-4429
SFreeman@lrlaw.com
spalys@lrlaw.com
Attorneys for PSE Sports & Entertainment 
and for S&E Interim Facility Corporation

Jeffrey Freund, Esq.
BREDHOFF & KAISER PLLC
805  15th St NW
Washington DC  20005
jfreund@bredhoff.com
Attorneys for National Hockey League Players’ 
Association

Steven M. Abramowitz, Esq.
VINSON & ELKINS LLP
666 Fifth Ave 26th Fl
New York NY  10103-0040
sabramowitz@velaw.com
Attorneys for SOF Investments LP, White Tip 
Investments, LLC, and Donatello 
Investments, LLC

Sean P. O’Brien, Esq.
GUST ROSENFELD PLC
201 E Washington St #800
Phoenix AZ 85004-2327
spobriein@gustlaw.com
Attorneys for Drawbridge Special opportunities Fund 
LP

Donald L. Gaffney, Esq.
SNELL & WILMER LLP
One Arizona Center
Phoenix AZ 85004-2202
dgaffney@swlaw.com
Attorneys for SOF Investments LP, White Tip 
Investments, LLC, and Donatello 
Investments, LLC

Richard W. Havel, Esq.
SIDLEY AUSTIN LLP
555 W Fifth St 40th Fl
Los Angeles CA  90013-1010
rhavel@sidley.com
Attorneys for Drawbridge Special opportunities Fund 
LP

Richard H. Herold, Esq.
HINSHAW & CULBERTSON LLP
3200 N Central Ave #800
Phoenix AZ  85012
rherold@hinshawlaw.com
Attorneys for Aramark

Lori Lapin Jones
LORI LAPIN JONES PLLC
98 Cutter Mill Rd #201 N
Great Neck NY  11021
ljones@jonespllc.com
Attorneys for BWD Group

Ivan L. Kallick, Esq.
Ileana M. Hernandez, Esq.
MANATT PHELPS & PHILLIPS
11355 W Olympic Blvd
Los Angeles CA  90064
ikallick@manatt.com
ihernandez@manatt.com
Attorneys for Ticketmaster

Thomas Allen, Esq.
Paul Sala, Esq.
ALLEN SALA & BAYNE PLC
1850 N Central Ave #1150
Phoenix AZ  85004
psala@asbazlaw.com
tallen@asbazlaw.com
Attorneys for the Official Joint Committee of 
Unsecured Creditors
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Louis T.M. Conti, Esq.
HOLLAND & KNIGHT LLP
100 N Tampa St #4100
Tampa FL  33602
louis.conti@hklaw.com
Attorneys for Facility Merchandising Inc.

William Novotny, Esq.
MARISCAL WEEKS McINTYRE & 
FRIEDLANDER PA
2901 N Central Ave #200
Phoenix AZ  85012-2705
William.novotny@mwmf.com
Attorneys for Coyote Center Development LLC

Cathy L. Reece, Esq.
Nicolas B. Hoskins, Esq.
Fennemore Craig PC
3003 n Central Ave #2600
Phoenix AZ 85012-2913
creece@fclaw.com
nhoskins@fclaw.com
Attorneys for City of Glendale, Arizona

Jonathan K. Bernstein, Esq.
Andrew J. Gallo, Esq.
BINGHAM McCUTCHEN LLP
One Federal St
Boston MA  02110
Jon.bernstein@binghma.com
Andrew.gallo@bingham.com

William R. Baldiga, Esq.
Andrew M. Sroka, Esq.
BROWN RUDNICK LLP
One Financial Center
Boston MA  02111
wbaldiga@brownrudnick.com
asroka@brownrudnick.com
Attorneys for City of Glendale, Arizona

Mark C. Dangerfield, Esq.
Dean C. Short, Esq.
GALLAGHER & KENNEDY PA
2575 E Camelback Rd
Phoenix AZ  85016-9225
mcd@gknet.com
dcs@gknet.com
Attorneys for Arizona Cardinals Football Club 

Jonathan P. Ibsen, Esq.
Laura A. Rogal, Esq.
JABURG & WILK PC
3200 N Central Ave #2000
Phoenix AZ  85012-2400
jpi@jaburgwilk.com
lar@jaburgwilk.com
Attorneys for Wayne Gretzky

Mark A. Nadeau, Esq.
Shane D. Gosdis, Esq.
Allison L. Kierman, Esq.
DLA PIPER LLP (US)
2525 E Camelback Rd #1000
Phoenix AZ  85016-4245
mark.nadeau@dlapiper.com
shane.gosdis@dlapiper.com
allison.kierman@dlapiper.com
Attorneys for Lease Group Resources, Inc.

Scott B. Cohen, Esq.
ENGELMAN BERGER PC
3636 N Central Ave #700
Phoenix AZ  85012
sbc@engelmanberger.com
Attorneys for John Breslow

Arthur E Rosenberg Esq
HOLLAND & KNIGHT LLP
195 Broadway
New York NY  10007-3189
arthur.rosenberg@hklaw.com
Attorneys for Facility Merchandising Inc.

/s/ Rebecca J. McGee
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